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Agenda ltem 12.

Item 12: Notice of Motions

Motions submitted for debate at the Council meeting on the 16
October 2025

(e) The following Motion has been submitted in the name of Councillor
David Marsh:

That Council resolves to review its own investments and request that those of the
Berkshire Pension Fund are reviewed to identify any direct or indirect holdings in
companies that are supplying arms, military technology, or logistical support which
enable breaches of international law in Gaza

West Berkshire Council recognises its responsibility to ensure that public money,
including its own investments and those of the Berkshire Pension Fund, is used in a
manner consistent with our values of peace, human rights, and respect for
international law.

Council notes with grave concern the ongoing humanitarian catastrophe in Gaza and
the verdict of the United Nations commission of inquiry that a genocide of the
Palestinian people, as defined by international law, is taking place (“killing members
of a group, causing them serious bodily and mental harm, deliberately inflicting
conditions calculated to destroy the group, and preventing births”).

Council notes that a number of local authorities in the UK are supporting the
divestment of pension funds from companies which are facilitating serious breaches
of international law by, for example, supplying military technology to Israel or
financing illegal settlements in the West Bank.

Council therefore resolves to:

Request that the Executive review its own investments and request that those of
the Berkshire Pension Fund are reviewed to identify any direct or indirect holdings in
companies that are supplying arms, military technology, or logistical support which
enable breaches of international law in Gaza.

Work with its asset managers to take steps to end such investments and strongly
request, through its representative, that the Berkshire Pension Fund does the same.

Report back to Council within three months on progress made.
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